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SHANDSCAIR SECURES FASTER
OPTIONS FOR PATIENT TRANSPORTS

Inside this issue:

ShandsCair can now trans-
port patients faster and safer
in low-visibility situations.
The Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration (FAA)has given
ShandsCair approval for
pilots to land the emer-
gency-transportation pro-
gram’s helicopter during
cloudy and low-visibility con-
ditions using only their in-
strumentation and global
positioning system (GPS) for
guidance.

ShandsCair is the first pro-
gram in Florida to get this
FAA approval and has the
only helicopter in North
Central Florida equipped
with the technology to land
using instruments.

Prior to this approval, which
extends to five strategic
landing sites in North-and
North Central Florida, pilots
were required to land at
airports during flights with
low visibility caused by fog
or low cloud ceilings be-
cause they needed guidance
from the airports’ control
towers. Patients were then
transported by ground vehi-
cles, delaying their arrival at

the hospital. This approval
enables the designated land-
ing sites, including the roof-
top of Shands at the Univer-
sity of Florida, to play the
role of control tower.

“Florida weather can be
unpredictable and causes us
to divert to airport landings
quite often. Now we can
get patients to their destina-
tion much more quickly and
safely,” said Steve Pierce, one
of four pilots contracted by
ShandsCair from Air Meth-
ods Corp.

The approved landing sites
are: Shands at UF in Gaines-
ville, Shands Jacksonville,
The Villages Regional Medi-
cal Center, Shands Live Oak,
and a rest area on Interstate
10.

“The I-10 site provides a ren-
dezvous point for Shands
and emergency medical
service agencies that are
trying to get to Gainesville
or Jacksonville with critical
patients but need air medi-
cal support,” said James
Howard, ShandsCair clinical
coordinator.

Howard stressed that while

the FAA approval provides
pilots with more flexibility,
safety remains their top pri-
ority. ShandsCair does not
plan on flying in bad
weather, rather these instru-
ments give pilots enhanced
capability for flying in mar-
ginal forecast conditions.

ShandsCair is one of only
three EMS programs in the
Southeast with the certifica-
tion for pilots to fly helicop-
ters in clouds using. instru-
mentation only. Plans to get
FAA approval began four
years ago. The Florida De-
partment of Health awarded
Shands HealthCare a
$75,000 grant and Shands
provided the additional
$25,000 to hire a contractor,
who set up the network of
GPS-capable landing sites
and oversaw the FAA appli-
cation and approval process.

For more information re-
garding ShandsCair and
Shands HealthCare, please
VISIE:

http://www.shands.org
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Each EMS provider is due for an inspection e 70 providers had deficiencies corrected
every 24 months and new services are due onsite. Most of the corrections were for
within 90 dayS of receiving their license. In Supp”eS’ equipment and personne' re-

2008, the Training & Compliance Unit at the cords.

Bureau of EMS has met their target by in- . e
specting 142 providers, This is the third year | | ® 11 providers had deficiencies that
in a row the Bureau has achieved this goal! needed to be corrected within a 24-hour

Here are the statistics of the 142 services
inspected for 2008: e 8 providers had pediatric deficiencies,

e 62 inspections were announced.
e 80 inspections were unannounced.

e 72 providers were in compliance at the
time of the inspection (no corrections
onsite and no deficiencies).

period.

most of which were corrected onsite.
Last year 18% of the services inspected
had pediatric deficiencies. This year the
percentage is only 6%!

PREHOSPITAL PEDIATRIC EDUCATION

SYMPOSIUM 2008

The Florida Emergency Medical Services for Chil-
dren (EMSC) Program and the Emergency Medi-
cine Learning & Resource Center partnered to-
gether to present the Prehospital Pediatric Sym-
posium 2008, “The Premier Pediatric Emergency
Medical Services Conference”, on November 11-
12 in Orlando at the Rosen Centre Hotel. Over
100 prehospital and hospital professionals at-
tended the symposium. The symposium was
designed to create an educational experience
that will empower EMS and Emergency Depart-
ment personnel to provide the highest quality
emergency care to pediatric patients. The EMSC
program awarded scholarships to both prehospi-
tal and hospital professionals statewide to ensure
pediatric care excellence.

The symposium also hosted the only national roll-
out of the National Association of EMTs “hybrid”

Emergency Pediatric Care Provider/Instructor
course, which was attended by Florida’s finest
EMS educators. The course is designed for pre-
hospital practitioners committed to providing
quality care for pediatric patients. Course lec-
tures and interactive sessions address assess-
ment; airway, breathing and circulation; under-
standing and caring for children; hypoperfusion
and shock; cardiac emergencies and congential
heart defects; common medical emergencies;
trauma; newborn resuscitation; vascular access;
care team management; spinal motion restric-
tion; children with special healthcare needs; iden-
tification of life threats; scene choreography;
transport decisions; and child abuse and neglect.
For further information please visit:

http://www.naemt.org/education/epc_a.aspx

Dates to Remember

January 27, 2009 Rule Workshop: Neonatal Interfacility Transfers & EMS Instructor Criteria
Plaza Resort and Spa

Daytona Beach, FL

January 28-30, 2009 EMS Advisory Council and Constituency Meetings
Ocean Center at Ocean Walk Village
Daytona Beach, FL

March 3, 2009 Florida Legislative Session Begins

May 17-23, 2009 National EMS Week




